CLIT/CSDS 8910: Psychoanalysis & Theories of the Subject 

Spring, 2003: Fridays, 1:30-4:30pm, Folwell 348

Liz Kotz: ewkotz@umn.edu

Office: Folwell 405, 6-1374 Fridays 11-1pm

The course will focus on core texts by Freud, read in conjunction with selected works of Foucault and Lacan, using the Laplanche and Pontalis Language of Psychoanalysis as a reference. It is designed to be an intensive but also entry-level course for graduate students working on psychoanalysis and/or questions of subjectivity. Some reading knowledge of German or French is useful but not required; we will also be talking about the translation and dissemination of psychoanalysis, including the historical relation to psychoanalytic models of the subject to increasingly-global forms of modernity. While the focus is on reading Freud closely and thoroughly, we will work to bring in a range of critical perspectives through discussion, presentations, and supplementary readings. 

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality: An Introduction (1976)

Jean LaPlanche, Jean-Bertrand Pontalis, The Language of Psychoanalysis (1969/1972)

Sigmund Freud, Interpretation of Dreams (1900) 

---.  The Psychopathology of Everyday Life (1901)

---.  Dora: An Analysis of a Case of Hysteria (1901/1905)

---.  Jokes and Their Relation to the Unconscious (1905)

---.  Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality (1905)

---.  Three Case Histories (1909-1914)

---.  Beyond the Pleasure Principle (1920) 

---.  Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego (1921)

---.  The Ego and the Id (1923) 

---.  General Psychological Theory: Papers on Metapsychology (GPT)

Course Reader 1 available at Paradigm by 1/31 (CR1)

Course Reader 2 available at Paradigm by 3/10 (CR2)

RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

Freud, Inhibitions, Symptoms and Anxiety (1925)

---.  Civilization and Its Discontents (1930)

Jean LaPlanche, Life & Death in Psychoanalysis (1970)

Kaja Silverman, The Subject of Semiotics (1983)

*all texts except LaPlanche and Silverman are available at the UM bookstore

REQUIREMENTS

Reading Presentations: Each week, 2-3 students will briefly present aspects of the week’s readings including relevant critical commentaries; each student will present two times during the semester. Students presenting are expected to work with one another, and to meet with the instructor the week beforehand to plan materials. 

Reading Reports: Each week, all students will submit a concise (1-2 page) critical response to the week’s readings to the instructor by email. These are due by 10am Thursday each week, and will be used as a basis for discussion; you will also receive comments on them. 

Final Paper: A 12-15 page paper on a topic of your choice is due Friday, May 16. This may be generated from close readings of selected course texts, or it may take on a related but more independent topic, in consultation with the instructor. 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS

Week 1
(1/24)
Introduction: Critiques of Psychoanalysis


Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality Vol 1: An Introduction (1976)


Selected texts on auricular confession (handout)

Week 2 (1/31)
Dream & Analysis I


Freud, The Interpretation of Dreams (1900) intro, sections I - V

Mikkel Borch-Jacobsen, The Freudian Subject (1982) 10-52 CR1
Recommended: Kaja Silverman, The Subject of Semiotics (1983) 126-147 CR1

Week 3 (2/7)
Dream & Analysis II



Freud, The Interpretation of Dreams (1900) sections VI – VII

Recommended: Kaja Silverman, The Subject of Semiotics 54-125 CR1

Week 4 (2/14)
The Hysterical Subject


Breuer & Freud, Studies on Hysteria (1895) 21-47, 125-181, 255-305 CR1

Freud, Fragment of an Analysis of a Case of Hysteria (Dora) (1901/1905) 
Week 5*
Dora: Hysteria as Resistance?


Jane Gallop, “Keys to Dora”; Jacqueline Rose, “Dora: Fragment of an Analysis”; Jacques Lacan, “Intervention on Transference”: Madelon Sprengnether, “Enforcing Oedipus”; from Charles Bernhaimer and Claire Kahane, In Dora’s Case: Freud-Hysteria-Feminism (1985); Diane Hunter, “Hysteria, Psychoanalysis & Feminism: the case of Anna O,” from The (M)Other Tongue (1985) all in CR1

Recommended: Clement and Cixous, The Newly Born Woman


*We will need to reschedule this session due to instructor absence

Week 6 (2/28)
The Oedipal Narrative


Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality (1905)


Jean LaPlanche, Life and Death in Psychoanalysis (1970) 8-47 CR1
Week 7 (3/7)
Repression & the Unconscious


Freud, “A Note on the Unconscious in Psychoanalysis” (1912), “On Narcissism” (1912), “Instincts and their Vicissitudes” (1915), “Repression” (1915), “The Unconscious” (1915), “Mourning and Melancholia” (1917), “The Economic Problem of Masochism” (1924) “Negation” (1925) all in General Psychological Theory; 

“A Child is Being Beaten” (1919) CR1

Jean LaPlanche, Life and Death in Psychoanalysis 48-84 CR1

Week 8 (3/14)
“Applied” Psychoanalysis


Freud, The Psychopathology of Everyday Life (1901) 

Freud, Jokes and Their Relation to the Unconscious (1905)

Week 9 (3/28)
Case Histories


Freud, “Notes Upon a Case of Obsessional Neurosis” (the “Rat Man,” 1909)


“From the History of an Infantile Neurosis” (the “Wolf Man,” 1914/1918) in Three Case Histories; “My Views of the Part Played by Sexuality in the Aetiology of the Neuroses” (1905), “The Predisposition to Obsessional Neurosis” (1913) CR2 

Week 10 (4/4)
Paranoia & Psychosis


Daniel Paul Schreber, Memoir of My Nervous Illness (1903) CR2
(selections plus introduction by Samuel Weber) 

Freud, “Psychoanalytical Notes on An Autobiographical Account of a Case of Paranoia” (1910/1911) Three Case Histories; “A Note on the Mechanism of Paranoia” (1911), “Neurosis and Psychosis” (1924) GPT 

Deleuze and Guattari, Anti-Oedipus (1972) 1-68 CR2
Foucault, “Panopticism” (1975) CR2

Week 11 (4/11) The Compulsion to Repeat

Freud, Beyond the Pleasure Principle (1920); Project for a Scientific Psychology (1895), “The Uncanny” (1911), “Repetition, Recollection & Working Through” (1914) CR2
Jacques Derrida, “To Speculate – on ‘Freud,’” The Postcard (1980) 257-411

Jean LaPlanche, Life and Death in Psychoanalysis (1970) 85-124 CR2

Week 12 (4/11) The Theory of the Ego

Freud, Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego (1921)

Freud, The Ego and the Id (1923)
Week 13 (4/25)  Aggressivity in Psychoanalysis: Klein and Lacan

Melanie Klein, “A Contribution to the Psychogenesis of Manic-Depressive States” (1935), “Mourning and Its Relation to Manic Depressive States” (1940) “Notes on Some Schizoid Mechanisms” (1946), “The Origins of Transference” (1952), “A Study of Envy and Gratitude” (1956) CR2

Jacques Lacan, “Aggressivity in Psychoanalysis” (1948), “The Mirror Stage as formative of the function of the I” (1949) Ecrits/CR2

Week 14 (5/2)
Freud, “A Note Upon the ‘Mystic Writing Pad’” (1925) GPT


Jacques Derrida, “Freud and the Scene of Writing” (1966) Writing and Difference/CR2

Week 15 (5/9)
wrap up

